
The gods who still exist 

Messengers as gods 

 
The very first time that the term “Messenger of god” occurs in writing is 
in the pyramid of Pharaoh Unas (2375 – 2345 BCE) in a passage of the so 
called “Cannibal Hymn” (the Pharaoh, being an adversary of the 
theocratic regime, describes how he caught, killed, cooked and eat the 
gods all). 
This messenger is a killer, is the one who slits the throats of the gods.  
 
Utterance 274 §402 

 
Unis is one who eats people and lives on gods, one who has 

fetchers and sends off dispatches. 
Grasper of Forelocks in the kettle is the one who lassoes them 

for Unis; 
Serpent with Sweeping Head is the one who guards them for him 
and bars them for him; 

Gory All Over is the one who binds them for him; 
Courser, the lords’ knife-bearer, is the one who will slit their 
throats for Unis and takes out for him what is in their belly—he 

is the messenger he sends to confront; 
Shezmu is the one who will butcher them for Unis and who 

cooks a meal of them for him on his evening hearthstones. 
Unis is the one who eats their magic and swallows their akhs, 
for their adults are for his morning meal, their middle-sized 

ones for his evening meal, their little ones for his nighttime 
snack, their old men and women (fuel) for his ovens; 

 
James Allen 
 

He is the messenger, he sends to confront; 
 

Raymond Faulkner 
 

For he is the messenger whom the King sends to restrain. 
 

 

                                
     wpt          pw           hAbw              =f           r           xsf          =f             
Messenger  this         sends            he       to      oppose     he 

 



In the Pyramid of Teti, where the same passage occurs, the term  wpt 

, messenger is determined by the symbol for the god , the 
falcon of Horus on a standard.  

 

 

                 
        wpt          pw            hAbw                   tti            r          xsf        =f             
Messenger    this          sends               Teti       to      oppose     he 
 

The messenger is a god. At all times the messengers were gods. In the 
epics of Homer, apart from Hermes and Iris who are well known god 
messengers, all gods were understood to act as messengers every time 
they were sent on an errand by Zeus but their criminal nature had, by 
that time, already been forgotten. 
 
The following passage comes from the “Book of the Duat” which is the 
proper work of the priesthood while the Funerary Texts are heavily  
based on the recorded oral tradition.  
 
Indeed, these gods are they who make the words of those who 
are upon earth to reach (the gods). 
 

                                        

     ỉn         nn          ntr(w)              s˓r                     mdw                tpw                  t3 
indeed  these     gods    cause to ascend    the words      of those upon    earth 
 

It is indispensable to show that the messenger of the gods was known to 
almost every people group on earth. 
 
Most of the messengers of the Mesopotamian gods are known by their 
names. Inanna’s messenger, for example, was called Ninshubur. 
In the Norse mythology, the messenger of the gods is Hermod, one of 
the sons of Odin. Gna is the messenger of the goddess Frigga, wife of 
Odin. 
For the natives of the Caroline Islands, the god of fire, singing and 
dancing, Olofad is the messenger of Lugeilan, the god of knowledge.  
The god Tiki, from the Marquesas and Society Islands, is the god of 
virility and the messenger of the gods.  



The natives of the Samoa Islands say that the creator Tangaroa created 
several Tangaroas; among them was Tangaroa the messenger. This 
messenger-Tangaroa created many islands in behalf of Tangaroa the 
creator. In this case we have a messenger-creator, or rather an angel-
creator. 
Messengers are found in the Japanese tradition too. From the Kojiki: 

  
My elder brother, Ukasi, ran after the messenger of the son of 
the Celestial kami. 

                                                                                                                             
The great Mexican god Quetzalcoatl besides his other many titles is also 
called messenger of the gods.  
In the Persian tradition, Sraosh is the divine messenger and mediator 
between gods and humans.  
 
The next passage defines clearly the ancient understanding of what a 
messenger was: 
 
Pharaoh Pepi is the existence of god, the son of god, the 

messenger of god. 

 

                                                       
ppi           pw              wn                 nTr            sA             nTr             

   Pepi         is     the existence   of god    the son    of god 
 

          
       wpt                   nTr 

the messenger      of god 
                                                           (The Pyramid Texts, Utterance 471 §920) 

 

The extent to which the people actually believed that the messengers 
could communicate with the gods, is shown by Herodotus in his 4th book 
where in paragraph 94 he is referring to the Ghetes, whom he considers 
to be the most brave and law-abiding tribe of the Thracians, he writes: 
 
This is how they explain their belief in their immortality. 
Whoever of them departs from this life goes to live with 
Salmoxes, a deity called by others Gheveleize. Every five 
years they select by lot one man from among them and they 
send him, with their requests, as a messenger to Salmoxes. 



The mission begins as follows, some of them line up in tight 
lines holding three spears, while others catch the man by his 
hands and feet and throw him in the air so that he falls on 
the spearheads of the erect spears. If the man dies, they 
consider it an omen of favorable disposition on the part of 
Salmoxes; if he survives, they accuse him of wickedness and 
select another messenger. 
The instructions are naturally given to him while he is still 
alive. 

 

The malicious nature of the messengers 
 

Pure popular legends, uncontaminated by philosophy and theological 
interpretation are hard to come by but they are not unknown. The 
following legend of the Yorubas of Africa tells the whole story in a few, 
simple, unpretending words: 
 

Once, long ago, all people lived in one town, called Ife, and they 

all spoke one simple language, Yoruba, In those days everyone was 

equal in all respects. Their skin was the same color, they were all 

good at the same things, they were all equally strong, equally 

beautiful, and equally healthy. Everyone had enough of what they 

needed, but no one had too much. If anyone needed something, 

they had only to inform God’s messenger, and he would tell God, 

who would provide them with what they needed. 

There was only one problem. People were bored. They wanted a 

change. So they started complaining to God’s messenger, asking 

for different things. Some wanted a bigger house. Some wanted 

different color skin. Some wanted to speak differently. So it went 

on. In the beginning the messenger would faithfully carry all their 

demands to God and God would listen patiently. But after a while 

God became irritated. He told the messenger what to tell them. The 

messenger went back to the people. 

  ‘God says you are to be content with what he has given you. He 

has deliberately arranged things in this way so that you will not 

have anything to quarrel with each other about.’ But the people 

were not happy. ‘Tell God he must give us what we ask, or we will 

revolt against him. We will have nothing more to do with him. We 

will organize our affairs the way we want them, without his help.’  
 



The god eventually gave in and so we have today many skin colors, many 
different languages and injustice. 
The deities who serve as messengers between gods and mortals, are 
called by the Yoruba “Eschu.” They are indispensable but nasty. (Anne S. 

Baumgartner, “A Comprehensive Dictionary of the Gods”, page 64) 

 
The gods/God were invisible to the people but not so the messenger. 
The messenger is by necessity a real person because he contacts, talks 
and hears what the people have to say. There can be no doubt that he 
was a real person; the point is to find out the reason he was considered 
a god and a malicious one at that. 
 

From the Book of the dead: 
 
Deliver me from thy messengers who make to happen dire 

deeds, who make to arise calamities, without covering 
upon their faces, because I have done right and truth (Maat). 
 

          (Word for word translation by W.Budge. Ch. 125, Papyrus of Nebseni, line 17) 
 

 

                              
                 iwt                               TAmt                          nt         Hr        =sn     
        without      the veils (swaddling cloths)      of    faces    theirs 
 

Miriam Lichtheim supplies the above passage from some other papyrus: 
  

Rescue me from your messengers, who inflict wounds, who 
mete out punishment, who have no compassion, for I have 

done maat for the Lord of maat! 
 

In the “Horus and Seth” legend, Osiris appears to be arguing with the 
gods of the Ennead (the assembly of the nine superior gods) and is 
exchanging letters with them. In reply to a letter he received he writes a 
letter back saying: 
 

Now you pay attention to this matter! 
The land in which I am is full of savage-looking messengers 
who fear no god or goddess. If I send them out, they will bring 

me the heart of every evildoer, and they will be here with me.  
 

From the Tanakh: 
 



 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went 
out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians a hundred 

fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the 
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. (2 Kings 19:35) 

 
Of particular interest are the angels (From Άγγελος, Angelos, in Greek, 
meaning messenger) involved in the Sodom and Gomorrah story: 
 

And there came two angels to Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the 
gate of Sodom: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them; and 
he bowed himself with his face toward the ground. 
And he said, Behold now, my lords, turn in, I pray you, into 
your servant’s house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, 

and ye shall rise up early, and go on your ways, And they said, 
Nay; but we will abide in the street all night. 
And he pressed upon them greatly; and they turned in unto 
him, and entered into his house; and he made them a feast, 
and did bake unleavened bread, and they did eat.(Gen. 19:1-3) 
 

Lot, according to the conversation between Lot and the people of 
Sodom (Gen. 19:9), was considered a judge by the people (The God came 
down to earth to judge the people himself but eventually he did not) 
and the angels, according to their own words, were the executioners:  
 

Gen. 19:12 
And the men (the angels) said unto Lot, Hast thou here any besides? son 

in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and whatsoever thou hast in 
the city, bring them out of this place: 
13 For we will destroy this place, because the cry of them is waxen 
great before the face of the LORD; and the LORD hath sent us to destroy 
it. 
 

They are the same angels that praise the glory of the Lord: 
 

Praise ye him, all his angels. (Ps.148:2) 
           

In the narrative of the Ugaritic “Poems about Baal and Anath,” the gods 
are having a banquet and Baal is attending upon El, when the 
messengers of Prince Yamm  and the envoys of Judge Nahar arrive and 
demand that Baal be surrendered to them as a god with a following 
whom the multitudes worship. The gods, who are afraid of the 
messengers, agree to deliver Baal but he rebels against gods and 
messengers alike and by the might of his cudgels transforms himself to a 
great god known as Puissant Baal. Later in the narrative he appears to 
own two messengers called Gapn and Ugar who are, naturally, 
considered gods. Anath, who appears in the passage that follows, is a 



warrior-goddess who fears the messengers (of particular interest is also 
the reference to the flood and the Dragon: 
 

No sooner espies she the gods (Gapn and Ugar, Baal’s messengers) 
Than Anath’s feet do stumble. 
Behind, her loins do break; 
Above, her face doth sweat: 
Bent are the joints of her loins, 

Weakened those of her back. 

She lifts up her voice and cries,: 
“Why come Gapn and Ugar? 
What enemy’s ris[en] ’gainst Baal, 
What foe ’gainst the Rider of Clouds? 
Crushed I not El’s belov’d Yamm? 
Destroyed I not El’s Flood Rabbim? 
Did I not, pray, muzzle the Dragon? 

I did crush the crooked serpent*.(D)  

      

* The name of the dragon, as it appears in fragment ‘g’, is Lotan = 
Leviathan. We read in Isaiah 27:1 In that day the LORD with his sore 

and great and strong sword shall punish leviathan the piercing serpent, 
even leviathan that crooked serpent; and he shall slay the dragon 

that is in the sea. 

 

Why messengers? 
 
The story of the gods, either fictional or not, would have provided at 
some remote time a reasonable explanation for the part played by the 
messengers, as well as the reason for their existence. 
 
It is obvious that the messengers, as the rulers in that archaic society, 
were deceiving their subjects by telling them initially that the gods were 
living on the top of the mountains and later that they moved to the sky. 
 
Our modern mentality is not the proper tool for solving problems arising 
from the behavior of people who lived tens of thousand of years ago, so 
we are obliged to adopt their way of thinking which is based on the 
following main points of the story of the gods: 
 
Shepherds:  The gods caught the savage, primitive humans and put 
them into pens; being themselves the Shepherds and the humans their 
flock.  



Bulls: The gods raped the primitive women of their flocks and thus sons 
of gods and servants/slaves of the gods were produced.  
Judges: The gods judged the hybrid sons produced deciding who among 
them were suitable to be the sons and who the slaves (the daughters 
needed not be judged because they were staying for ever in the pens 
doing what their mothers had been doing). 
Theomachy: There was a conflict between gods and a rebellion against 
gods which resulted to the defeat of the gods and their ejection from 
the land. 
Messengers: The gods who appear in the narrative of the story of the 
gods right after the disappearance of the original, genuine gods.   
Gods: The fake, non existing heavenly gods whom the messengers 
invented. 
Kings: The messengers as non-god rulers. 
 
The Hebrew term Elohim means Judges, messengers and gods. The 
Sumerian kings were at the same time regarded as Shepherds, kings and 
gods and there can be no doubt, therefore, that the above are the 
evolutionary stages by whish the people in question progressed from 
Shepherds to gods.   
 
To help us solve the mystery of the messengers there is a famous myth 
quoted by Herodotus. The legend of Deioces. 
 
Quote 
Provided by The Internet Classics Archive. 

Available online at http://classics.mit.edu//Herodotus/history.html 

 

The History of Herodotus (1:96) 

By Herodotus 

 

Translated by George Rawlinson 

 
There was a certain Mede (Iranian) named Deioces, son of Phraortes, a 

man of much wisdom, who had conceived the desire of obtaining to 

himself the sovereign power. In furtherance of his ambition, therefore, 
he formed and carried into execution the following scheme. As the 
Medes at that time dwelt in scattered villages without any central 
authority, and lawlessness in consequence prevailed throughout 
the land, Deioces, who was already a man of mark in his own village, 

applied himself with greater zeal and earnestness than ever before to 
the practice of justice among his fellows. It was his conviction that 
justice and injustice are engaged in perpetual war with one another. He 



therefore began his course of conduct, and presently the men of his 
village, observing his integrity, chose him to be the arbiter of all their 
disputes. 
Bent on obtaining the sovereign power, he showed himself an honest 
and an upright judge, and by these means gained such credit with his 
fellow-citizens as to attract the attention of those who lived in the 
surrounding villages. They had long been suffering from unjust and 
oppressive judgments; so that, when they heard of the singular 
uprightness of Deioces, and of the equity of his decisions, they joyfully 
had recourse to him in the various quarrels and suits that arose, until at 
last they came to put confidence in no one else.  
 
The number of complaints brought before him continually increasing, as 
people learnt more and more the fairness of his judgments, Deioces, 
feeling himself now all important, announced that he did not intend any 

longer to hear causes, and appeared no more in the seat in which he 
had been accustomed to sit and administer justice. "It did not square 
with his interests," he said, "to spend the whole day in regulating other 
men's affairs to the neglect of his own." Hereupon robbery and 
lawlessness broke out afresh, and prevailed through the country even 
more than heretofore; wherefore the Medes assembled from all 
quarters, and held a consultation on the state of affairs. The speakers, 
as I think, were chiefly friends of Deioces. "We cannot possibly," they 
said, "go on living in this country if things continue as they now are; let 
us therefore set a king over us, that so the land may be well governed, 
and we ourselves may be able to attend to our own affairs, and not be 
forced to quit our country on account of anarchy." The assembly was 
persuaded by these arguments, and resolved to appoint a king.  
 
It followed to determine who should be chosen to the office. When this 
debate began the claims of Deioces and his praises were at once in 
every mouth; so that presently all agreed that he should be king. 
Upon this he required a palace to be built for him suitable to his rank, 
and a guard to be given him for his person. The Medes complied, and 
built him a strong and large palace, on a spot which he himself pointed 
out, and likewise gave him liberty to choose himself a bodyguard from 
the whole nation. Thus settled upon the throne, he further required them 
to build a single great city, and, disregarding the petty towns in which 
they had formerly dwelt, make the new capital the object of their chief 
attention. The Medes were again obedient, and built the city now called 
Agbatana, the walls of which are of great size and strength, rising in 

circles one within the other. The plan of the place is that each of the 
walls should out-top the one beyond it by the battlements. The nature of 
the ground, which is a gentle hill, favours this arrangement in some 
degree, but it was mainly effected by art. The number of the circles is 
seven, the royal palace and the treasuries standing within the last. The 
circuit of the outer wall is very nearly the same with that of Athens. Of 
this wall the battlements are white, of the next black, of the third 
scarlet, of the fourth blue, of the fifth orange; all these are coloured with 



paint. The two last have their battlements coated respectively with 
silver and gold.  
 
All these fortifications Deioces caused to be raised for himself and his 
own palace. The people were required to build their dwellings outside 
the circuit of the walls. When the town was finished, he proceeded to 
arrange the ceremonial. He allowed no one to have direct access to the 
person of the king, but made all communication pass through the hands 
of messengers, and forbade the king to be seen by his subjects. 

He also made it an offence for any one whatsoever to laugh or spit in 
the royal presence. This ceremonial, of which he was the first inventor, 
Deioces established for his own security, fearing that his compeers, 
who were brought up together with him, and were of as good family as 
he, and no whit inferior to him in manly qualities, if they saw him 
frequently would be pained at the sight, and would therefore be likely 
to conspire against him; whereas if they did not see him, they would 
think him quite a different sort of being from themselves. 

 

Being the first King, having being Judge and having used messengers, 
makes Deioces one of the original, pure-blood gods. 
 
One important detail that Herodotus had no means to know, or suspect, 
is that Deioces and his compeers had been exterminating, most probably  
for thousands of years, those whom they regarded inferior beings (those 
born with the bodily traits of their mother: dark hair, for example) and 
that since the original primitive women handed over their duties to their 
hybrid daughters, and the “sons of gods” commenced to contribute in 
the production, so much the produced “sons of gods” as the slaves were,  
in appearance, more and more like the gods with every new generation 
until the day came when there was no difference between them and the 
original gods who, in reality, did not any longer exist. 
 
The gods had to distance themselves in order to preserve the superiority 
of the ruling class. 
 
The ruling class: Kings and priests! Those are the gods who still exist. 
 
George Washington was neither king nor priest. He belonged to the 
ruling class, though, and most probably with this relationship in mind he 
was depicted as a god by his... compeers. 
 

 


